171.   LETTER TO MAHADEV DESAI

BARDOLI,
February 15, 1922

MY DEAR MAHADEV,

I have not heard from you for a long time, nor of you or
anybody in your jail. Please let me know if you are permitted
to write. Do not stop writing because you cannot do so in
Gujarati. As I do not know what latitude you are permitted in
the jail, I have not written to Govind although he is constantly
before me in my mind. I had his charming letter. Malaviyaji has
permitted me to reproduce his letters to Govind and Krishna Kant
which I shall be doing some time.

I hope you all appreciated the suspension of mass civil dis-
obedience, You will read the whole of my reasons in the forthcom-
ing issue1 of the Young India if you are permitted to get that paper.
You will not worry about my fast. By the time you receive this, the
little fast will have been over. I had really intended to undertake
a much bigger thing, but I felt that this would be enough for me
as also for those erring ones to whom it is addressed.

Malaviyaji, Mr. Jayakar and Mr. Natarajan were here on
Saturday last. Malaviyaji stopped two days, the others one day.
Devdas is still at Gorakhpur doing very good work. Pyarelal
and Parasram are in Allahabad. I am staying on in Bardoli for
some time. Maganlal and some others from the Ashram are in
Bardoli in order to extend the operations of the handloom and the
spinning-wheel.

This is the third day of my fast. It is early morning, and I
am dictating this letter. I do not feel any the worse for the fast.
I therefore do not expect any very great weakness on Friday.
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